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period of the consolidation of the English State, in which Parliament took its permanent shape and acquired definitely the right to refuse new taxes. Thenceforth, the royal revenue being of itself insufficient for the needs of national expenditure, the parliamentary control of additional supplies gradually gave to that body the power of veto on the royal policy, which was ultimately to become an effective control over it Also the establishment of the law of entail prevented the noble families from forming a caste, because the younger sons passed out of the ranks of the nobility. Further, it was Edward's purpose to bring the whole island of Great Britain within the compass of a single state. As concerned Wales, which had hitherto acknowledged only a vague suzerainty, he was successful. With Scotland Edward was involved in a long struggle by attempting to assert as a practical fact the suzerainty which English kings had been in the habit of claiming in theory. Scotland was in a state of perpetual revolt, and entered into an alliance with France which lasted for two centuries and a half. One revolt after another was crushed only to be renewed; at the moment of Edward's death he was advancing into Scotland at the head of an army which was intended to bring the northern kingdom into subjection once for all, since Robert Bruce had assumed the Scottish crown. Edward's project was doomed to failure; Scotland was not to be coerced, and in the reign of his son the independence of Scotland was permanently secured by the victory of Bannockburn.